CHAPTER XI
VILLAGE VAGARIES
BEHIND the panorama of change and drama in the cities of
the New India lies that Old India which has not altered
one iota. It includes nine-tenths of the total population.
It is Village India.
Independence has made no difference to the people of
the villages, which were estimated before partition at a
total of 700,000 in what are now the two new Dominions
of the British Commonwealth. On the basis of the popula-
tion of India and Pakistan respectively, the Republic of
India must have somewhere around 600,000 villages. They
are her handicap and her strength. All the hopes and plans
of her leaders depend in the last resort upon the peasants.
They hold the key, It is on their skill and hard work in
the fields that the rest of India lives. But the dominant
feature of the peasant in India, as in all other countries, is
that he is averse to change. He will make changes if some-
one can prove to him that he stands to gain ; but he wants
proof and not promises. Those who would bring about
reforms in the villages must overcome a vast inertia.
Village inertia has been the curse and the blessing of
India for centuries. It will remain so for generations to
come. It has delayed, and will delay again, developments
that would have been or would be beneficial to the entire
country. But at the same time, it has provided the founda-
tion upon which all the structures of the successive Indias
have been erected. It has persisted, and prevented dis-
integration when more progressive sections of the Indian
people were in a turmoil.
There are areas, as for example in the Hyderabad region,
where village life has been shaken out of its normal pattern